
1  

Upcoming 

Events  

 

Spring Break  

April 7 ð April 11  

 

PTSA Meetings  

Wednesdays  

April 2, May 7, June 4  

 

PTSA Teen Driver 

Presentation  

Tuesday, April 15  

7 pm ñLibrary  

(see page 3 for details)  

 

Parent Night   

10th Grade  

Curriculum  

Thursday, April 17  

6:30 pm ñLibrary  

 

1st Annual  

Stallion Classic  

Golf Tournament  

Friday ñMay 9  

(details on Back Page)  

 

Minimum Day  

Wednesday   

May 21  

School Day ends at 

11:10 am  

 

 

San Juan Hills High School  
29211 Vista Montano  

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675  

 
With the start of every new semester 

changes naturally occur.  Students might be 
starting or ending a favorite sport.  Classes 
and teachers might change.  However, none 
of us could have predicted the change in lead-
ership with the announcement of Mr. Fer-
ruzzoõs retirement effective February 29, 
2008.  Regardless of the type of change, a 
transition period happens, adjustments occur 
and then we proceed forward.  Likewise, we 
at San Juan Hills High School will be moving 
forward. 

While all of us transition with these new 
changes, the solid foundation Mr. Ferruzzo 
created at San Juan Hills High School will 
continue.  Our teachers are dedicated and 
passionate about student learning and in find-
ing new ways to help students be successful in 
the classroom.  In addition to their daily class-
room teaching, they are busy creating and 
implementing common formative assess-
ments to ensure students are learning.  Our 
teachers spend many evening and weekend 
hours integrating the state mandated stan-
dards into exciting and meaningful lessons. 

At this time I have been appointed In-
terim Principal and I am both honored and 
excited with this opportunity.  I was hired by 
Capistrano Unified School District in 1997 
and began my career teaching math and tech-
nology at Marco Forster Middle School.  It 
was there I integrated my teaching job with 
administrative responsibilities.  In 2002, I was 
promoted to Assistant Principal and had an 
opportunity to be a site administrator at both 
the middle and high school level, with my 
most recent Assistant Principal experience at 
Tesoro High School.  In June 2007 I found a 
new home as the Assistant Principal, Guid-
ance and Curriculum, at San Juan Hills High 
School.  In addition to my day job at San Juan 
Hills High School, I am married and have two 
very active children.  My son is a sophomore 
at Capistrano Valley High School and my 
daughter is an eighth grade student at 
Newhart Middle School. 

Principalõs Message 
By Shannon Soto  

Mary St. Onge , PTSA President  

Debbie Worley , Editor  

April 2008  Shannon Soto, Interim  Principal  

San Juan Hills High School 

PTSA Newsletter 

As Interim Principal, I will be working 
closely with our department leaders to iden-
tify and implement power standards into 
classroom instruction.  We are in the process 
of evaluating our bell schedule for a possible 
revision to occur in the Fall 2008.  We aim 
to utilize as much time as possible for class-
room instruction.  Changes are currently 
happening on campus as we have imple-
mented a new and improved tutorial time.  
No longer are students able to utilize out-
door locations as a study place.  All students 
are now expected, and escorted when 
needed, inside the classroom of one of their 
current teachers.  In addition, students who 
earned four or more òFõsó at the end of the 
first semester have been placed in a manda-
tory tutorial, called òmandatorialó.  These 
mandatorial classes are taught by Mark 
Miller, Athletic Director and Secondary 
Teaching Assistant Principal,; Brooke Val-

(Continued on page 3) 

Interim Principal 

Shannon Soto & 

new Assistant  

Principal  

Darrin  

Jindra.  
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President  
Mary St. Onge 

Executive Vice President  
Ann Marie Hendricks 

Vice President Membership  
Kathrine Lee 

Recording Secretary  
Marcy Backhus 

Treasurer  
Margie Tinsley 

Financial Secretary  
Crystie Bock 
Historian  

Alicia Hoover 
Auditor  

Aaron Perryman 
Parliamentarian  

Nadim Khalaf 
Legislation  
Erin Kutnick 

Corresponding Secretary  
Anne Copley 

Programs & Assemblies  
Alma Mesa 

Volunteer Coordinator  
Marcela Salazar-Hudgins 

Newsletter  
Debbie Worley 

Publicity  
Joe LaRosa 

Fundraising/Ways & Means  
Nadim Khalaf 

Red Ribbon Week  
Sharon Ruback 

Teacher Appreication  
Becky LaForge 

Swallows Day Parade  
Erin Kutnick 

Library Support/Volunteers  
Tracey Morris 

Athletics Liaison  
Aaron Perryman 

Performing Arts Liaison  
Joe LaRosa 

Spirit Wear/Student Store  
Collene Ortiz/Christene Didier 

PTSA Webmaster  

Joe LaRosa 
Planners  

Debbie Worley/Tracey Morris 
Registration  

Elvia Gustavson/Kelli Merdi 
Community Outreach  

Aida Gurrola  
Interim Principal  

Shannon Soto 

San Juan Hills  

High School  

PTSA 2007 -08  

PTSA LEGISLATIVE  UPDATE  

PROTECT  SCHOOL  FUNDING  
By Erin Kutnick  

 
On February 25, the CUSD Board of Trustees took a preliminary action to cut $27 million 

from next yearõs school budget.  After a lengthy discussion, many of the trustees asked the Su-
perintendent to ògo back and look for other alternativesó that included across the board cuts to 
salaries rather than laying off what could add up to more than 400 teachers and classified em-
ployees. 
The state has predicted a $14 billion plus deficit for next year and the Governorõs plan to 

solve this has all programs taking large hits.  State and local PTA is adamantly opposed to his 
budget as it includes suspending Proposition 98.  Prop. 98 was passed 20 years ago to set a 
minimum guaranteed funding to protect education in budget crisis exactly like the one we are 
dealing with. 

The Legislative Team is hard at work advocating with our elected officials trying to con-
vince them to look for alternatives, but we need your help.  The more people that write, e-mail, 
and call their elected officials, the more of an impact we will make.  There has never been a 
more critical time to become involved and have your voice heard for the children of this state.  
Our children are the future and their education cannot be compromised.  The Capistrano Edu-
cation Coalition has a flier that is on our website that lists our locally elected officials.   Please 
take a moment to contact them via e-mail or phone call and let them know that òwe the voters 
of California DO NOT support the Governorõs proposal to suspend Prop. 98ó.  Please also 
contact the Governorõs office as well.  
The Governor will release a òrevisedó budget on May 15 and we must reach people prior 

to that time to make an impact.  Thank you for taking the time to be a champion for our chil-
dren. 

For more information & links to elected officials including the governor please visit  

www.sjhhsptsa.org   

MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS HEARDé. 
CONTACT ELECTED OFFICIALS &  

REGISTER TO VOTE  
 

 

February brought some changes to our campus.  I know that I join many parents in wish-
ing Mr. Tony Ferruzzo good luck in his retirement. The PTSA has assured Ms. Shannon Soto 
of our support in her role as Interim Principal.  I would like to welcome our new assistant prin-
cipal, Darrin Jindra, I look forward to working with him for the remainder of the school year. 

As many of you are aware, the state budget crisis has caused a crisis for our school district 
as well.  Please participate in the phone/email òshout outsó to let the Governor and committee 
members know that we donõt support the budget cuts to education.  Your voice does make a 
difference. See below for details.  

The PTSA is sponsoring a parent education event on on teen driving.April 15 at 7 pm in 
the library   More information will be posted on the PTSA website as it becomes available. 

Lastly, I am pleased to announce the following 2008-2009 PTSA officers who were elected 
at our last meeting. 

 
President: Mary St. Onge    Treasurer:  Margie Tinsley  
Executive Vice President: Alma Mesa Financial Secretary: Elvia Gustavson 
Recording Secretary: Marcy Backhus Auditor: Aaron Perryman 
Historian: Snowy Drewes 

PTSA Presidentõs Letter  
By Mary St. Onge  
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School Contact Information  
 

Main Office: 234 -5900, Fax: 488 -9727   

Attendance: 234 -5592  
Web: www.sjhhs.org  

District web: www.capousd.org  

Sign Up For eScrip!  
Help Raise Money For 

SJHHS! 
 

Local eScrip merchants will contribute up to 8% of 
the purchases you make to SJHHS at no cost to you. 
All you need to do is sign up online: 
 

1.  Go to www.escrip.com  

2.  Click on òsign-upó 

3.  Follow the instructions  

 

Group Name: San Juan Hills High School  

Group ID: 500015912  

 
Itõs easy and FREE. Just shop at eScrip merchants. 

Check www.escrip.com for participating merchant lo-
cations. Thank you for your help raising money for 
SJHHS! 

derrama, Activities Director,; and myself. 
We are very fortunate to have Darrin Jindra joining 

the Stallion Family as our new Assistant Principal.  Mr. 
Jindra joined San Juan Hills full time on February 27, 2008.  
He comes equipped with a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence.  Prior to Mr. Jindra coming to CUSD, he worked for 
11 years as Deputy Sheriff for the L.A. County Sheriffõs 
Department.  Mr. Jindra began his career in CUSD at 
Shorecliffõs Middle School, in San Clemente as an Assistant 
Principal.  After spending five years fine-tuning his exper-
tise with middle schoolers, Mr. Jindra was promoted to the 
district office two years ago in the department of Safety and 
Student Services.  Mr. Jindra is married with two children.  
His wife is a teacher at Las Flores Middle School where his 
7th grade daughter attends as well.  Mr. Jindraõs fifth grade 
son is a student at Las Flores Elementary School. 

It is our goal that San Juan Hills High School be a nur-
turing community that inspires all students to thrive in the 
midst of high expectations.  The staff at San Juan Hills 
High School is committed to helping each student realize 
his or her potential as a responsible and contributing mem-
ber of the community.  We will work to stimulate the spirit 
of inquiry, the acquisition of knowledge and understanding, 
and the thoughtful formulation of worthy goals.  We are all 
dedicated to working with your children as we all together 
òinspire excellenceó. 

(Continued from page 1) A special thank you to Nadim Khalaf  

for sharing his incredible culinary talents with 
our teachers at the Teacher Appreciation 
Lunches! Nadim's hard work and amazing 
meals have been a real treat for the teachers! 
We'd like to also thank the following parents 
who have helped with some of the lunches 
this year: 
 

Felice Bargelski  

Crystie Bock  

Suzanna Bortz  

Marianna Brawner  

Vilma Broome  

Anne Copley  

Gins Giraldin  

Sue Hawkins  

Alicia Hoover  

Joe LaRosa  

Jinkee McFadden  

Tina Pelleriti  

Aaron Perryman  

Sharon Ruback  

Mary St. Onge  

Margie Tinsley  

 
Please contact us if you are interested in help-
ing with future Teacher Appreciation 
Lunches. The lunches are held the first Friday 
of each month. 

PTSA is sponsoring òOur Teen 
Driveró, an educational program for the 
parents of current and future teen driv-
ers.   Beginning at 7pm on April 15th in the 
SJHHS Library, Our Teen Driver Founda-
tion will be presenting an informational 
program which will discuss current 
issues, new laws and policies, that 
affect teen drivers and their par-
ents.  In addition to this evening 
presentation, the Our Teen 
Driver Foundation will be providing a driving simulator 
during school hours on Tuesday, April 15 for our students. 
With much of the schoolõs students reaching driving 

age in the coming year, this program will provide very 
timely and valuable information to the San Juan Hills High 
School community. Mark your calendars and plan to attend.  

Teen Driver Program  
April 15thñ7 p.m. 

http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
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Stallion Basketball  
Inaugural Season is Sensational  

The Freshmen Boyõs bas-
ketball teams can look back 
with pride on a well-played 
season and look forward with 
anticipation with what next 
year will bring.  The freshmen 
basketball program fielded two 
teams this season with 29 play-
ers participating in the pro-
gram. Both teams experienced 
good competition and gained 
valuable experience for the 
future. In particular, the 
òblueó team finished strong 
with an inaugural season 22-2 
record, frequently facing the 
sophomore and JV teams of 
their opponents. 
The Stallionsõ schedule was 

a free-lance schedule put to-
gether by Athletic Director 
Mark Miller and Varsity Head 
Coach Brian Carmer.  Several 
of their games were against 
similarly new schools in South-
ern California, such as Hemet 
Tahquitz and Romoland Heritage.  They also were able to 
match up against future Pacific Coast League rivals Corona 
Del Mar and Irvine Beckman. 

However, the highlight of the season proved to be the 
performance of the blue team in their two holiday tourna-
ments.  Their debut appearance was at the prestigious Los 
Alamitos High School òMain Eventó tournament, whose 16-

team field featured fresh-
men teams from schools 
that made up 8 of the top 
25 teams in the LA Times 
pre-season poll of South-
land teams. The Stallions 
proved themselves a worthy 
competitor, beating teams 
from Los Alamitos, Bishop-
Montgomery, Harvard-
Westlake before losing in 
the championship to Loyola 
in a close game. 
Over the Christmas holiday, 
The òNew Kids on the 
Blockó established them-

selves as one of the  premier 
freshman teams in South 
Orange County. San Juan 
Hills entered their second 
invitational tournament of 
the season and emerged with 
the Championship. 
El Toro High School hosted 
their annual Freshman Win-
ter Classic from December 

26-29, including teams from Irvine Northwood, Anaheim Canyon, 
and all of the South Orange County high schools.  The SJHHS 
Stallions outlasted the field of 12, winning the championship game 
against host El Toro by a score of 48-41. 

This was a remarkable inaugural season for the boys basketball pro-
gram. Congratulations to Head Coach Brian Carmer and his teams.        

Go Stallions! 

San Juan High School PTSA served lunch to more than 200 stu-
dents, parents and visitors at the Stallion Round Up BBQ this past January. Newport 
Rib Company of Ladera Ranch rolled onto campus and set up a buffet serving hot barbecue sand-
wiches. SJHHS was hosting several home games that day and visitors also enjoyed the meal. This 
was great opportunity for our school community to join together in a fun, first time event. Based 

on its success, PTSA will be hosting more events for our Stallion family. Look for upcoming 
programs and events on the PTSA website, www.sjhhsptsa.org.  

Chris Lankford, dad of 

Shelby who is on the girl's 

soccer team.    

Stallion Round Up BBQ  
Serves More than 200 Meals  

Pictured above: The Freshman Boyõs òBlueó team after 

placing second in the Los Alamitos tournament with 

Head Coach Brian Carmer (left) and Assistant Coach 

Chris Campbell.  The team left to right Michael 

Perryman, Patrick McCormic, Sam Worley, Andrew 

Walton, Hank Schutz, Elliott Bragg, Payton Reisman, 

Dylan Ivar, Cody Schmitz, Jacob St. Onge, Will Acro-

mite, James Smith -Summers. Not pictured: Zac Weeks, 

Brandon Camp  
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Join the SJHHS  

Stallions Booster Club  

  

If you want to support student athletes at  San Juan Hills 
High School, then join the Stallion Booster Club. The Stallion 
Booster Club provides financial support for all athletic pro-
grams at the school. Individual and 
Corporate memberships are available. 
Members receive various Stallion spirit 
pack items.   

If you have already joined, 
THANK YOU for your support. If 
not,  email stallionbooster-
club@gmail.com for membership 
information.  

Sports News  

Athletic Screening for  

 2008 -2009 Season  
 

Monday May 12, 2008  
 

Returning Athletes  3-4:30 pm 
Incoming Freshman 4:30-6pm 

 
ü Required for try-outs and participation in SJHHS 

athletics 
ü Exams will be administered at San Juan Hills High 

School by a licensed physician 
ü Download and complete the required forms 

from www.stallionathletics.com 
ü $30 (Cash or Check) ñ This is an Athletic Dept. 

Fundraiser 

Student Vs. Faculty Basketball Games  
The Tradition Begins ! 

Stallion Faculty Teams  

Below: Parents Matt Greiner (left) and Steve McKeag coach the 

girlõs student team for the competition.  

At right: Chloe McGrath, 

Kelsey McKeag, Taylor 

Franco, and Jackie Greiner   

This school year is a season of firsts for San Juan Hills High 
School.  Added to the list of inaugural events, were the first annual 
Faculty vs. Students basketball games. Held at the beginning of the 
2nd semester, the games were both a fun community event and a 
fundraiser for the teams.  Faculty and coaches banded together to 
make up the  menõs and womenõs teams which competed against the 
òBlueó  boyõs basketball team and the girlõs basketball team. Team 
parents volunteered to coach student teams while other parents coor-
dinated an opportunity drawing featuring fantastic prizes including a 
grand prize of  a $1000 Howieõs Game Shack party. 

Lively competition between students and faculty made both 
games action packed. Both the girlõs and boyõs games were close up 
until the end.  At the buzzer, faculty prevailed in the 2008 match ups, 
but student teams vowed that next year would be different!   
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Guidance Office  

Updates  

By Maureen Scherf   
 

The Guidance Staff would like to con-
gratulate our young stallions for making it 
through the first semester of their high 
school career.  As we progress through the 
spring semester, weõd like to encourage par-
ents to remain informed of their childõs aca-
demic progress by logging onto ABI and 
contacting teachers when necessary.   

 

Important Information  
 
Please mark your calendar and plan to 

attend our 10th Grade Curriculum Night 
on Thursday, April 17th, at 6:30 pm in the 
school library.  The agenda for the evening will 
include:  Understanding grade 10 course 
selection, as it relates to CUSD graduation 
requirement and the college admission proc-
ess.  Grade 10 course scheduling will begin 
with Placement Week; March 24th through 
March 28th.  Details to followé.. 

All students will participate in STAR 
testing during the week of April 28, 2008.  
Special instructions regarding administration 
of the exam and the weekly bell schedule will 
be sent to parents closer to the testing dates. 

Summer School:  If your child received 
a failing grade (F) in their English, math, 
science or health course on their first semes-
ter report card, it is imperative that they at-
tend summer school for remediation to earn 
the necessary credits toward graduation.  As 
a reminder, students must earn 220 credits 
(grades 9-12); including subject requirements, 
and pass the California High School Exit 
Exam.  At the end of the fall semester, all 
students should have earned a minimum of 
30 credits (5 credits per class with passing 
grades of A, B, C or D).  Summer school 
will be held at Capo Valley High School 
from June 23, 2008, through July 31, 2008.   
Applications for summer school will be 
available in the Guidance Office at the end 
of March; beginning of April. 

College bound students who received a 
grade of D or F in English I, English I Ac-
celerated, Algebra IA, Algebra IB, Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II Accelerated, or Biol-
ogy will need to attend summer school to 
remediate their grade.  Colleges honor 
grades of A, B, and C ONLY! 

 
 
 

 

ASB spon-
sored the first Winter 

Formal dance that took 
place on February 22nd in 

the main gym.  About 300 
students showed up looking 
fabulous and danced the 

night away.  To get the stu-
dents pumped up for the dance and 
to put a close to our outstanding 

Winter Sports teams we had our first 
P e p Rally on Wednesday, February 20th.  Darian 
Didier and Billy Bohn hosted the pep rally and the students 
enjoyed participating and watching their fellow students partake in a series of 
exciting contests.  The Winter Formal princesses got messy as their dates made 
them into human sundaes, pep squad performed their national championship 
competition, and there was a great rematch to the faculty vs. studentsõ boyõs 
game this time with the students taking home the big win.  To top off the 
weeks events, we had the crowning of our Queen, Ceris Barker at San Juan 
Hills High Schoolõs first formal dance.   

Above (left to 

right): Amanda 

Murray, Nicole 

Alario, Devon 

Simpson  

Above (left to right): Sam Worley, Camden  

Kutnick, Kevin Hoover  

Top (left to right):  

Dana Mesa, Jackie 

Greiner  

Middle  (left to 

right): Tiara Terrell, 

Tori Hendricks, 

Claire Hunstein  

Above:   Lady Stallions  

show off their  

Formal Style.  


