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Red Ribbon Week at San Juan Hills  

By Sharon Ruback  

Red ribbons adorned the campus on 
October 22 as SJHHS kicked off its first 
"Red Ribbon Week" celebra- tion. Red 
Ribbon Week is a national P T A 
program aimed at motivat- i n g 
students to make healthy life-
style choices 
and to steer 
clear of drugs 
and alcohol. Par-
ents and students 
decked out the school 
so the message would be 
loud and clear.  The weekõs 
events were interrupted by 
the California fires, but 
successfully concluded in November.  

 SJHHS received tremendous support 

from the community to bring impactful ac-
tivities to the students. Tilly's donated the 
banner that hung in the quad. Students signed 
the banner, as they pledged to lead drug-free 

lives. Raffle prizes from Starbucks, Golden 
Spoon, and Tilly's were given to students 
who signed it. The Orange County Sheriff's 
Department sent Deputy Steve Yuen in his 
Tactical Unit Humvee and offered students a 

subtle reminder of law 
enforcement's role in 
keeping the commu-
nity safe from drug 
activity. 
 Thanks to sup-
port from the San 
Juan Capistrano Ro-
tary Club, students 
gathered in the gym 
for an assembly led by 

Dr. Todd Clements of the Amen Clinic in 
Newport Beach. Clements, an adolescent 
psychiatrist, brings his "Change Your Brain, 
Change Your Life" presentation to schools 
around the county. At the conclusion of Dr. 
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Upcoming 

Events  

 

Winter Recess  

Dec. 24 ð Jan. 4, 2008   

 

PTSA Meetings  

Jan. 9th - 7pm  

Feb. 6th - 7pm  

 

 PTSA BBQ Lunch  

1st Annual Stallion 

Round -Up 

Jan. 12th  - Noon  

 

Presidentõs Day 

Holidays  

Feb. 15th -18th  

 

Fall Semester  

Finals  

Tues. - Thurs.  

Jan. 29 -31  

 

Minimum Days  

2008  

Wednesdays:   

Mar. 19  & May 21  

School Day ends at 

11:10 am  

 

 

 

San Juan Hills High School  
29211 Vista Montano  

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675  

 
As we approach January, it is hard to 

believe that we are closing-in on the end of 
first semester.  Almost half of our school year 
is already history, and that brief history has 
been an exciting one.  We have measured this 
semester through the success that our fresh-
men are experiencing in the classroom, on the 
athletic playing fields and courts, and through 
performing arts. 

Our parent organizations have already 
provided significant support through fund-
raisers and volunteer time.  We have appreci-
ated the support and patience of all our par-
ents recognizing that we are a new school 
with our growing pains, despite the success 
our students and staff experience.  One spe-
cific place we sincerely appreciate parentsõ 
patience is at the front curb of the school.  As 
a staff, we decided to take advantage of our 
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first year small enrollment by having our stu-
dents dropped off and picked up at the front 
curb.  We feel that it is in our freshmen stu-
dentõs best interest and personal safety to 
avoid having them walk between cars, crossing 
lines of car traffic. With that in mind, we ask 
that all parents remain patient, wait in line, and 
not pass other cars on the left as you make 
that final right turn coming towards the front 
of the school.  As we double our enrollment 
next year, you can be assured that new traffic 
lines will be painted, and new vehicle lanes 
created that allow a smooth flow of traffic 
while students exit cars and enter campus.  We 
thank you for your support, and look forward 
to the close of our first semester.  Have a 
great holiday and a Happy New Year!   

 

Go Stallions! 
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   PTSA Reflections 
   Two SJHHS Students  
    Receive Awards 
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The National PTA Reflections Program is an arts recognition and achievement program 
for students.  It provides an opportunity for students to express themselves creatively and to 
receive positive recognition for original works of art inspired by a pre-selected theme.  Stu-
dents can participate in six areas, Literature, Visual Arts, Musical Composition, Photography, 
Film/Video Production and Dance Choreography.  The theme for the 2007 ð 2008 program 
is òI Can Make a Difference Byéó.   

Student works of art were judged at each school site and 1 entry from each category was 
submitted for judging at the Capistrano Unified PTSA Council level.  Over 300 works of art 
were submitted for this level of judging.  We are proud to announce that two students from 
San Juan Hills High School had their work judged and received awards.  Sterling Sackey 
submitted a documentary entitled, òMordecai Anielewicz and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprisingó 
in the Film/Video production category and was awarded an Award of Merit for his work.  
Ashley Aguirre submitted a poem entitled, òThe Rhyme of the Broken Grudgeó in the Lit-
erature category and was awarded an Honorable Mention.   

Congratulations to both Sterling and Ashley  for their  
contributions to the Reflections program.  

PTSA LEGISLATIVE  UPDATE  
By Erin Kutnick  

 
LOCAL:  In November, the Capistrano Unified Council of PTAõs Legislative Team passed the 
Legislative Agenda for 2007/2008.  This agenda will now become the platform that all local 
school PTAõs and our council PTA will focus on for the year when it comes to advocacy. 
 
STATE:   The California Primary Election will be held on February 5, 2008.  You must be 
registered to vote before January 22, 2008 in order to vote in this election.  Voter registration 
cards can be obtained at the local library.  There are three propositions on the ballot and one 
that relates to education.  After serious study, the State PTA has recently voted NOT to taken a 
position on Prop 92 because PTA authority to take a position is limited to only one of the six 
constitutional and statutory provisions of the initiative. This is the provision to establish sepa-
rate funding guarantees for the K-12 and Community Colleges systems. While it was deter-
mined that PTA position statements, resolutions and previous actions on similar measures re-
late to the initiative, these policy statements gave unclear and sometimes conflicting direction as 
to whether PTA should support or oppose Proposition 92. 
  
Proposition 92:  Community Colleges. Funding. Governance. Fees.  
Initiative Constitutional Amendment and Statute.   
  
More information about this proposition and the others on the ballot can be found in the Easy 
Voter Guide, a non-partisan review that will be available after January 1, 2008.  They will be in 
the front office at school and are free if you are interested. 
 
FEDERAL:  Efforts to revise the No Child Left Behind law shows no signs of gaining the 
momentum needed for reauthorization this year. It appears to have been put on hold until after 
the 2008 Presidential election. Continued discussion about re-authoring the law ranges from 
reducing the federal government's role in education policy to re-thinking the way teacher quality 
is defined and assessed. 

 
MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS HEARDé. 

REGISTER TO VOTE . 
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Clement's interactive presentation and slide 
show, Mike Darnold, CUSD Board Member, 
introduced two teen-aged recovering drug 
addicts who told the students about their 
experience with substance abuse issues. The 
gym went silent as SJHHS students heard 
first-hand about the importance of making 
good decisions and asking for help if 
needed. 

If students took away just one important 
message from any of the activities, then Red 
Ribbon Week will have done its job. They 
have heard this message time and time again, 
but it is critical during these high school years 
to reinforce healthy lifestyle choices and 
make sure that students know where to turn 
for help. 

(Red Ribbon Week continued from  page 1) 

Above: Payton 

Reisman and  

Connor 

OõModhrain 

signed the 

Tillyõs Red 

Ribbon  

banner.  

Student Directories  
Distributed in December  
 

By Margie Tinsley,  

Student Directory Chairman  

 

The Student Directories should 
be distributed during advisement class 
by mid-December. The directories are 
$7 each and orders were made on the 
PTSA form in your Registration 
Packet this past Fall. 

Our printing order is based on 
pre-orders. A few additional directo-
ries may be available for current purchase on a first-come basis. 

 

FAQõs 
 

Q. How do I find out if I ordered a directory, or how many I 

ordered? 

A. Contact Cristie Bock at 429-3365 | thebockzoo@cox.net. 

Please include your name, your studentõs name and your con-
tact information. 
 

Q. Iõd like to order a directory now. 

A. Contact Margie Tinsley at 218-3687 | rainbeads@cox.net. 

Please include your name, your contact information, your stu-
dentõs name and advisement class teacher, how many you 
would like to purchase. 
 

My sincere thanks to Anita Reisman, Cristie Bock, 
Nadim Khalaf, Linda Smith, Mary St. Onge, and Joe 
LaRosa for all their help putting this together é and to all 
who helped get the directories distributed during a hectic De-
cember! 

Sign Up For eScrip!  
Help Raise Money For SJHHS!  

 
Local eScrip merchants will contribute up to 8% of 

the purchases you make to SJHHS at no cost to you. All 
you need to do is sign up online: 
 

1.  Go to www.escrip.com  

2.  Click on òsign-upó 

3.  Follow the instructions  

 

Group Name: San Juan Hills High School  

Group ID: 500015912  

 
Itõs easy and free. Just shop at eScrip merchants. 

Check www.escrip.com for participating merchant loca-
tions. 

Thank you for your help in raising money for 
SJHHS! 

Happy Holidays to all our San Juan Hills families.  As 
you do your holiday shopping this year you have an easy op-
portunity to make money for our school.  Many merchants 
are part of the escrip program and donate a percentage of 
your purchase to our school.  Take a moment to look at the 
escip information provided in this newsletter. 

SJHHS PTSA BBQ LunchñSave the Date!  The 

PTSA is planning the 1st Annual Stallion Roundup.  The bar-
becue lunch will be on Saturday, January 12, 2008.  Plan on 
coming to watch both the girls and boys basketball teams play 
and stay for lunch.  Tickets for lunch will be pre-sold for 
$5.00 each.  Check the website for more details and watch for 
a flyer coming home. This is great opportunity for our com-
munity to come out and see what San Juan Hills High School 
is all about. 

PTSA Nominations for 2008-09 Board...The 
Nominating committee was elected at our December 5th 
PTSA meeting.  There are currently 8 elected positions on 
our PTSA board with many appointed positions available as 
well.  Please check the PTSA website if you are interested in 
becoming more involved in the PTSA next year. 

OC Dept. of Education Programé.There is a 

great program scheduled for February 9 from 8:30 to 12:15 at 
the Orange County Dept. of Education.  The fourth district 
PTA is sponsoring a multifaceted program called Challenge 
We Call Children: Tips and Tools for Survival: A parent edu-
cation seminar.  It is available to all our members. We will 
post information on the PTSA website as it becomes avail-
able. 

February 11 ð 17, 2008 is designated PTA Take 
Your Family to School Week.  The PTSA is planning 

activities for this week to encourage our families to become 
involved in their studentõs school.  This will be an opportu-
nity to show your child that education is valued and to give 
parents a better idea of what their childõs school day is like. 

Presidentõs Letter  
By Mary St. Onge  

mailto:thebockzoo@cox.net
mailto:rainbeads@cox.net
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
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Stallion Booster Club  

1
st

 Annual Christmas Tree Fundraiser  

Donates Trees to Marine Families  

 The Stallion Boosters held their first annual Christmas Tree 
Fundraiser on Dec. 1st. For the past month student athletes pre-sold 
Christmas trees to the community to raise money for all SJHHS ath-
letic programs.  Buyers could either purchase a tree for their family 
or donate a tree to Marine families of the First Battalion, Eleventh 
Division of Camp Pendleton.  Most of the 1/11 is currently de-
ployed in Iraq and military families really appreciate the gift of these 
Christmas trees. Donations were arranged through the City of San 
Juan Capistrano which adopted the 1/11 Marine Battalion in 2006. 
 The event was staffed by parent volunteers and athletes repre-
senting all SJHHS sports teams. Athletic Director Mark Miller and 
boyõs basketball coach Brian Carmer also helped unload and sort 
trees. Buyers arrived to find a high quality, very FRESH selection of 
trees. At the end of the day, four military trucks rolled into San Juan 
Hills High School to pick up the donated trees. 
Erin Kutnick and Ann Marie Hendricks , Stallion Booster Club fund-
raising chairs coordinated the program.  Many thanks to them and 

the large group of volunteers who helped make this 
fundraiser a success for San Juan Hills High School  
athletic programs! 

 

Left and  

Center:  

Marines from 

the 1/11 

picked up do-

nated trees in 

military trucks 

at the end of 

the day.  

 

Bottom  Left:  

Mark Miller , 

Athletic Direc-

tor volun-

teered his Sat-

urday to help 

with the event.  

  

Above:  

Parent volunteers Richard 

St. Onge, Jeff Fox, Tony 

Hoover and Dave Didier 

gave trees a òfresh cutó .  

Lisa and Ron Miller 

pick out a tree. Their 

son Jared is a  

member of the boyõs  

basketball team.  

Join the SJHHS  

Stallions Booster Club  

  

If you want to support student athletes at  San Juan 
Hills High School, you should join the Stallion Booster Club. The Stallion 
Booster Club provides financial support for all athletic programs at the school. 
Individual and Corporate memberships are available. Membership includes 
various Stallion spirit pack items.   

If you have already joined, THANK YOU for your support. We are dis-
tributing your membership items in December. Please contact Rhonda Ter-
rell at rhondaterrell@hotmail.com for more information.  


